
Coldwater High School 

School Board Update – May 2021 
I can’t remember another May in my professional career when we have packed so many school events into three weeks of time.  

The staff and students have worked very hard to try to create as many experiences as possible and still stay focused on the 

academic learning and emotional support of our students.  The best way to see all the pictures and to keep up with all of the 

events at CHS is to follow and visit the various CHS Facebook pages.  Believe it or not, as the seniors finish their time in our 

Coldwater Community Schools classrooms on Friday, May 28th, we still have many more events to come. 
 

At the end of April we had a celebration day to help highlight the decisions that our students are making in regards to their future 

education and career plans.  Decision Day 2021 was a time for the seniors to let us know their plans and have a little fun with 

each other as well. 
 

 

The month of events in May started with our Spring Homecoming Week and Staff/Student Appreciation week from May 3rd – 

May 7th.  We waited a long time to be able to create our Cardinal school spirit and excitement around our typical Homecoming 

event that had to be cancelled in the fall.  The advisors, class leaders, as well as the staff and students, all joined in on the fun 

and activities of the week which culminated in our first assembly of the school year.  Students were able to decorate our school 

fences, play socially distanced class games which included a kickball challenge with the staff, create a class shopping cart float, 

participate in the assembly games, and also select our homecoming court and King and Queen.  It was a week packed with fun 

and events that created some wonderful memories for our staff, students, and families.  Below are some pictures from the events 

of the week! 

Fence Decorating: 

                

 
 

 
 

Homecoming Court and our CHS Class of 2021 King and Queen, Spencer Rodesiler and Jadyn Richmond 

       
 

 



The next week of May, through the coordination of our musical director, Charlene Rucker (pictured below on the right), and our 

choir teacher, Mrs. Doubblestein (pictured below on the left), students were able to perform a spring musical presentation at the 

Ponds on May 11and the 12.  The students did an amazing job performing “The Story of Tonight” which included a compilation 

of songs from many different musicals.  We were so thankful that students had this opportunity to share their talents with the 

community! 

 

       
 

Also musically, the Band and Choir were able to combine their students to perform an outside concert for the community.  

With the lifting of the outside masking mandate, the students were able play and sing outside without their masks.  Bell 

covers were still required for the instruments.  It was an incredible night of music for all to enjoy.  Below is a picture of all 

the students performing with a couple alumni who joined the choir for the annual tradition of singing the Benediction with 

the choir (Mr. Milnes and Mr. Galliers – a couple of CHS singers from the late 80’s joined them on the track) 

 

 
 

The band and choir also handed out their annual awards to their students at the concert.  Below is the listing of 

students who were honored with the various awards. 

 

Concert Band:  
Most Improved - Magaly Ruiz/Bryan Torres-Alcantar  

Leadership - Olivia Uren/Grady Brockway  

  

Symphonic Band:  
Outstanding Bandsperson (underclassmen most dedication/Service) - Gage Hinckley/Lexi Galliers  

Arion Award (underclassmen best performance skills) - Taylor Robison/Eric Rucker  

Keller Award (senior most dedication/service) - Josh Small/Gabi Rutz  

Holcolm Award (senior best performance skills) - Emily McIndoe/Hayden Shimizu  

Sousa Award (senior best performance skills/high level of dedication and service) - Tate Hostetler 

  

CHS Choirs: 
Leadership Awards-  

     President (Hayden Shimzu & Emerson Young), Vice President (Lexi Galliers)  

     Outstanding Leaders (Jillian McKinley, Ryan Sturgeon, Zoe Little)  

     Most Improved (Allison Gould, Ben Schmaltz, Lily Decker) 

Senior Awards 

     National School Choral Award- Hayden Shimizu  

     Choir Senior of the Year- Carly Rankin and Hayden Shimizu. 

 



Also in relation to our CHS music programs, our band instructor, Mrs. Katie Jewell, was 

selected to become a member of the ASBDA (American School Band Directors Association).  

To become a member of this national organization, you must be nominated by a current 

member, and then three other members have to write recommendation letters on your behalf.  

Mrs. Jewell was nominated by Rick Catherman, a retired Band Director from Chelsea, MI.  

Becoming a member of the organization is considered quite prestigious.  The overall mission 

of the group is to "...promote, enhance and preserve quality school programs through 

leadership and fellowship of exemplary band directors."  The association recognizes band 

directors of established personal and professional integrity who are actively engaged in 

exemplary teaching and directing, or supervision of school bands.  Members must also meet 

the highest standards of personal character traits and professional ethics in their present and 

previous positions while also providing service in their district and state associations.  We are 

very grateful for all Mrs. Jewell does to impact the students and programs in our school 

district and we congratulate her on the wonderful recognition! 

 

 

We were also able to academically celebrate some of our senior 

athletes in May.  The I-8 conference each year recognizes the 

top 10 academic performing seniors from each of the conference 

schools who participate in at least two varsity sports in their 

senior year.  This year the conference did not have an awards 

recognition ceremony for the students but CHS is planning to 

recognize them all at the Senior Convocation Ceremony on 

Friday, May 28th.  Listed here are the CHS I-8 Scholar Athletes 

from the Class of 2021. 

 

As we continued to delay some events until we were able to assemble inside, we 

were finally able to have our CHS National Honor Society induction ceremony 

on Sunday, May 16th.  The CHS chapter of the National Honor Society inducted 

39 new members – 10 seniors, 17 juniors, and 12 sophomores.  The large 

number of inductees included students that would have been welcomed into the 

NHS ranks last year had the ceremony not been cancelled due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. They join the twelve currently active NHS members from the Class 

of 2021, led by Chapter President Mia Rzepka, Vice President Alyssa Bach, 

Secretary Kelly Warner, Treasurer Laynee Paarlberg, Historian Lissbet Ramos, 

and Advisor Brian Stevens. 

 

 

Senior scholarship night was held on Wednesday, May 19th.  It is always one of the biggest events for Coldwater High 

School seniors and their parents and this year.  Over $227,000 in scholarships were awarded to 56 Coldwater High School 

seniors, 5 Early Middle College students, and 17 CHS alumni in their pursuit of higher educational goals.  The scholarships 

were made possible through the generosity of Coldwater families, local chapters of Branch County service clubs and 

organizations, Century Bank and Trust, Southern Michigan Bank and Trust, the Branch County Community Foundation, 

the Branch Area Careers Center and Coldwater Community Schools.  Pictured below are some of the students earning their 

recognition and scholarships in the gymnasium. 

 

 
 



The mural location for the Interact “Coldwater” mural project was recently decided.  The CHS Interact Club was happy to 

announce that they will begin working on the downtown mural this July. They have partnered with John Fulmer at 

State Farm, and will be using his wall for the community mural project. The CHS Interact Club has worked diligently 

to raise funds for this project.  They have contracted a local muralist, Kimber Thompson, of Marshall, to paint the 

mural. She painted the mural at the Splash Park in Coldwater and the downtown mural in Marshall. The CHS Interact 

club would like to thank everyone in our community for their support!  This is the before picture and we are very 

excited to see what the final mural design looks like when painted onto this open canvas.  

 

 
 

 

 

This month we also want to highlight a project that some of our students have been completing in the STEPS program.  

The STEPS (Student Transition Employment Program = Success) program at CHS is coordinated by two of our amazing 

BISD teachers, Lisa Kontowski and Lynnette Mallow.  For the past several months, the students have been working on 

creating beautiful and unique butcher-block cutting boards out of unfinished bowling alleys.  The students would like to 

offer them for purchase on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Due to limited quantity, purchases are limited to 1 per 

customer.  They only have 17 large (approx. 10” x 13”) and 7 small (approx. 7” x 9”) available.  The price is $30 for the 

large and $15 for the small.  Anyone who would like to purchase one to help support continued future projects with the 

students can email Ms. Kontowski at kontowsl@branch-isd.org and let her know when a convenient time/day would be to 

have you pick yours up.  Checks can be made out to the Branch ISD who helps to financially support the program projects. 

 

 
 

We also found a way to squeeze our Prom and Afterglow event into the first three weeks of the month.  With safety 

protocols in place including antigen testing all students who would be attending, Prom was able to be held at the 

Potawatomi Inn on Saturday, May 22nd and the afterglow activity was held at the Coldwater Cinema.  The event and 

highlight pictures will be featured in next month’s CHS Update.  One other May event that we were able to have for our 

seniors that was not able to occur last year was our annual senior trip. 

mailto:kontowsl@branch-isd.org


 

Cedar point opened for the season on Friday, May 14th and the CHS Class 

of 2021 were there for their Class of 2021 Senior trip.  The trip was a huge 

success and they couldn’t have asked for better weather!   It was warm and 

sunny and the kids had a great time. The park restrictions for mask wearing 

were lifted for people within the same visiting group so it was nice for the 

students to be able to go without masks for most of the day. 

 

 

 

A final word from School Resource Officer Swartz 

I hope this article finds everybody healthy, happy and eager to close out this challenging school year on a 
positive note. As I write this, I try to envision what the last month of school for 2020/2021 will be for our 
teachers, administrators, parents and students. I give the utmost respect to all of you. So proud of how our 
community stepped up to get through the unique challenges of this pandemic. 
 

 I know we are all looking forward to summer. Just a few pieces of advice to make it safe: 
Summer brings nicer weather which brings people out of their homes. We will see more people walking, 
jogging, riding bikes, and just enjoying the outdoors. Be courteous to our neighbors so we can all share the 
summer in peace.  

 

May is National Bicycle Safety month. Remember bicyclists on the roadway must follow the rules of the road. You must ride on 
the right side, obey traffic signals, and use hand signals when turning or stopping. Always wear clothing that makes you visible. 
Wearing a helmet IS smart and cool! Get off your bike and walk it if you have to be on sidewalks. 
 

Parents please remind our students to make good decisions every day. Whether on social media, at the park with friends or 
just hanging out. Poor decisions can have lasting consequences.  
 

Access to social media and the internet presents its own challenges. Knowledge of the internet is essential to today’s students, 
however the reality is that there are predators, cyber bullies, and hackers who target the vulnerable. Students-remember what 
we post on the internet stays in the cloud forever. Never post anything that you would not want your parents or grandparents 
to see. 

 

Also, our children may be tempted to experiment with substances this summer. Whether it is cigarettes, vapes, marijuana, 
alcohol or narcotics, these all can have lasting effects on our children’s health and possible legal consequences. Again, remind 
them to make good decisions daily. 
 

Let’s all stay safe and healthy and have a happy summer.   Make good decisions and great memories. A special shout out to the 
Class of 2021-we have one life.  Make yours great! 
 

Will see you rest of you in the fall.                                                                                                                                                 
As always, contact me if you have questions or concerns. 
Officer Robin Swartz - School Resource Officer-Coldwater Community Schools                                                   
swartzr@ccscards.org 
 

I can’t believe I am saying this but I am sure I have missed some of the other events and celebrations from the month of 

May.  And as I stated at the start of this month’s update, we have more events going on and coming up in the next few 

weeks.  We currently have our Advanced Placement students challenging themselves to perform well on their assessments.  

The seniors will have their senior fun night on Thursday, May 27th as they celebrate their last night of high school and our 

last day of school for the Class of 2021 is Friday, May 28th.  On the 28th we will have our annual Senior Convocation 

Assembly at 9:30 .m. followed by our tour of the schools with outside walks through the spirit tunnels created by CHS, 

LMS, Lakeland, Jefferson, and Max Larsen students.  The seniors will also complete the traditional swing out walk 

through downtown Coldwater followed by their senior luncheon.  Then we will all prepare to celebrate the Class of 2021 

with our outside graduation ceremony on Sunday, June 13th.  We remember the sadness we felt when we were not able to 

have these same celebrations with our seniors last year and we are so thankful to be able to create all of these memories 

with the Class of 2021 this year.   
 

As always, it is a great time to be a Cardinal! 

Bill Milnes, Principal 
 

Coldwater High School 


